The 2004 NPCA Conference is coming soon to Chicago.
Visit www.rpcv2004.org for information about the
program, country of service events, speakers, hotel
information and registration.

Mark your calendar for August 5 to 8, 2004 at the Palmer
House Hilton as nearly 2,000 RPCVs from around the
country descend on Chicago.

We have an exciting list of confirmed speakers and
performers including:

- Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle and First Lady Jessica
Doyle (both RPCVs Tunisia)

- Afghanistan VP Hedayat Amin-Arsala (spouse of
RPCV)

- Besty Amin-Arsala (RPCV Afghanistan)

- Former Thailand Foreign Minister Surin Pitsuwan

- Chicago’s 28" Ward Alderman Ed Smith (RPCV
India)

- Chicago Tribune Correspondent Steve Franklin (RPCV
Turkey)

- Ambassador Ronald Godard (RPCV Ecuador)

- NPCA President Kevin F. F. Quigley (RPCV Thailand)

- Muntu African Dance

- Natya Dance Theater

- Latin Rhythms

- And many more (some of whom won'’t let us publicly
use their name this early out)
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NPCA Conference August 5-8, 2004
Early Bird Registration through March 31, 2004

Encourage your RPCV friends to register now and meet
you in Chicago this summer.

For out of town folks, the Palmer House is the official
conference hotel. For those desiring a cheaper sleep,
there is a newly rehabbed youth hostel several blocks
away. United Airlines is offering discounted airline rates.
Visit the website for more information.

Get Your Company/Organization Involved

Is your company or organization interested in hiring
RPCVs? Does your company/organization have a
product of service to sell or market to RPCVs? If so,
consider registering for a booth at the International
MarketPlace or Career Fair that will be held during the
conference. Registration fees range from $150 to $300.
Register by March 31, 2004. Registration forms are
available on the conference website, www.rpv2004.org
or contact Judi Burnison at jburnison@burnisongroup.com
or (773) 472-3370.

Next Conference Planning Meeting

Monday, March 8, 2004 at 6 p.m., Palmer House Hilton,
17 E. Monroe Street, Chicago, in the Clark 5 room on the
7" Floor

For more information or to get involved, contact
Conference Chair, Trina Janes, at chicago2004@rpcv.org
or (312) 645-9400 ext. 35.

Register before March 31 to take advantage of special early bird registration fees.
Additional discounts are available for seniors and recently returned PCVs (COS
after Aug. 1, 2000). Registration fees range from $95 to $220.




NPCA Board of Directors Meets in
Miami Beach

By Stephanie Arnold (RPCV Ghana '93-96)
NPCA Board Great Lakes Regional Representative

The NPCA Board of Directors held its bi-annual meeting in
Miami Beach from Thursday, January 29 to Sunday,
February 1, 2004. Great Lakes Regional Representative
Stephanie Arnold was in attendance. The full board met
for one day-long and one half-day session and board
subcommittees also met separately to discuss core
topics of the NPCA.

A highlight of these meetings was a presentation by the
new NPCA President, Kevin Quigley, outlining a strategic
plan for the NPCA leading up to Peace Corps’ 50t
Anniversary in 2011. After six months on the job, a
thorough assessment of the organization, and an
extensive open dialogue with the RPCV community (24
affiliate group visits, 160 interviews, board meetings and
staff retreats), Kevin and his staff unveiled a plan to
leverage the 50" Anniversary to strengthen and refocus
the NPCA. The major goals of the plan include working to
engage and grow membership through significant,
demonstrable advocacy on priority Peace Corps issues,
strengthening links to serving volunteers and their families,
enhancing opportunities for continued service at home and
overseas, and leveraging Peace Corps insights to promote
global understanding and tolerance. A number of specific
action steps were addressed, which will improve
communications between the NPCA, its individual
members and affiliate groups and offer more opportunities
to partner with and become engaged in the activities of the
NPCA. This strategic plan, which was enthusiastically
received by the NPCA Board of Directors will be
implemented through a phased approach: 2004
representing a year of stabilization, 2005-2008
representing a period for growth, and 2009-2011 launching
a plan for the future.

Another hot topic of discussion was a proposed
downsizing and restructuring of the NPCA Board. In light
of the recent trend of corporate and not-for-profit board
downsizings, this concept was brought forward by a few
NPCA members during the Presidents’ Forum at the 2003
NPCA Conference in Portland, Oregon. After much
debate, the Presidents’ Forum voted in favor of the NPCA
Board setting up a sub-committee to examine its current
size and composition. The sub-committee of veteran and
new board members was formed, worked diligently and
presented its recommendations in Miami. After thorough
discussion and consideration, the board approved the sub-
committee’s recommendation to reduce the size of the
board from its current 30 members to a range of 15-21
members. It was further decided that, to help ensure that

the Board has the needed skill set to advance the NPCA,
approximately half of the board should be elected and
remainder appointed. Today 2/3 is elected and 1/3
appointed. The board also gave the Nominations and
Elections Committee the mandate to continue to examine
the committee structure and reduce the number of
standing board committees to approximately five and
define a list of program committees to advise the staff and
the board. Itis believed that a new leaner structure will
make the role of the board primarily one of oversight,
foster greater efficiency and reduce staff workload. A
concern is that a smaller board will mean less
membership representation. This topic will be discussed
further at the Presidents’ Forum to be held at the 2004
NPCA Conference in Chicago in August.

Stephanie updated the board on the status of the NPCA
Conference planning efforts in Chicago. All are excited
about the Chicago conference and highly impressed by
the level of organization hard work that has been
demonstrated by the conference planning committee
under the leadership of Trina Janes. Board members were
asked to communicate with the geographic and country-
of-service groups they represent to encourage them to
register before the early-bird deadline of March 31stand to
plan and communicate with the conference committee
about their group activities during the conference. It was
moved that the 2006 NPCA Conference be held in the
Washington, D.C. area, as is customary for major
anniversary conferences. The 2006 conference will
coincide with the 45" Anniversary of Peace Corps and will
likely be hosted by the RPCVs of Washington, D.C. or the
newly formed Baltimore group.

As if having our meeting in an auditorium located right on
the beach in the heart of South Beach was not excitement
enough, a number of fun activities were planned during the
weekend. On Thursday evening, the board had the
opportunity to attend a send-off reception for Peace Corps
volunteers departing for service in the Caribbean. Peace
Corps Director Gaddi Vasquez was present that evening
and met with the board on two other occasions as well.
On Friday evening, the RPCVs of South Florida hosted a
dinner at a local restaurant, and on Saturday, University of
Miami President, Donna Shalala, RPCV Iran and former
Secretary of Health and Human Services during the
Clinton administration, hosted a dinner at her home. In
attendance were several NPCA Advisory Board members
including two former Peace Corps Directors and former
U.S. Senator Harris Wofford, an early architect of the
Peace Corps, who helped Sargent Shriver plan and
organize the agency during the Kennedy administration.
Wofford later served as country director in Ethiopia and as
an associate director of Peace Corps.



Upcoming Events

Third Annual International

Women’s Day Luncheon
Monday, March 8, 2004

Union League Club of Chicago
65 West Jackson Boulevard
10:30 a.m. - Women’s Fair
12:00 p.m. - Luncheon
$50 Individual Luncheon Ticket
$75 for Display Table at the pre-luncheon Women'’s Fair

Celebrate A Century of Flight with Guest Speaker
Captain Jaden J. Kim, U.S. Marine Corps.

International Women's Day is a celebration of the
struggle faced by women around the world in the
name of equality, justice, peace and development.
Chicago is host to dozens of organizations focused on
amyriad of women’s issues, both domestically and
internationally. The Women's Fair will feature the vast
resources available to women in the Chicagoland area.

Sponsors include: International Visitors Center of
Chicago, Union League Club of Chicago, Idlewild
Country Club, Chicago Southland Chamber of
Commerce, The International Trade Club of Chicago,
and United Airlines A Star Alliance Member

Partners include: The Chicago Council on Foreign
Relations, Chicago Musicians Club of Women, and
Groupe Professionnel Francophone

For more information, please contact Angie Pilgrim at
(312) 254-1800 ext. 102 or at apilgrim@ivcc.org. To
register on-line, visit www.ivcc.org.

Considering Graduate School?
Thursday, March 11, 2004

6 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Bradley University, Peoria, Illinois
Alumni Dining Hall, Michel Student Center

915 N. ElImwood Avenue

Illinois RPCVs and those interested in joining the
Peace Corps are invited to attend an information
session on graduate school opportunities before,
during, and after Peace Corps service. Meet and talk
with Peace Corps Fellows/USA and Peace Corps

Master’s International participants and program
coordinators from Illinois State University and
Western Illinois University.

Fellows/USA offers lifetime eligibility to most RPCVs.
Programs in a wide range of subject areas combine
course work with practical internships in underserved
U.S. communities.

Master’s International combines Peace Corps service
with graduate studies. Participants complete a year of
graduate-level courses on campus in the United States,
then earn additional credit while serving in the Peace
Corps.

For more information, please call Emily Olsen at (312)
353-9092 to RSVP.

March Dinner
Thursday, March 18, 2004

6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Latin American Restuarant
2743 W. Division , Chicago, IL
$10 CAPCA members ($15 non-members)

Come join CAPCA for Caribbean flavors and Latin
beats. New members are encouraged to attend! Bring a
friend or two, or a family member.

In March, travel to Humboldt Park to dine at Chicago's
oldest Puerto Rican resturant, Latin American
Restuarant. The food will be plentiful with this buffet-
style dinner. Sample the roasted chicken, roasted pork,
grilled white fish and many vegetarian entrees, all
prepared in traditional Puerto Rican style. The price is
hard to beat: $10, which includes beverage, tax and tip.

Our hosts, Jaime and Yolanda, are delighted that
CAPCA has chosen Puerto Rican cusine to highlight
this month. Latin American Restuarant is located at
2743 W. Division (2 doors east of California on the
south side of Division). The restuarant is an easy # 70
Division street bus ride from the Milwaukee and
Division subway stop. Also the California street bus is
good.

As always, drinks start at 6:00 p.m. (cash bar) and the
buffet will start around 7:00 p.m..



Upcoming Events-continued

Join ISID for Programs on
International Development

The ILLINOIS SOCIETY FOR INTERNATIONAL
DEeveLoPMENT (ISID) is the Illinois chapter of
the Rome based Society for International
Development (www.sidint.org).

ISID events focusing on international
development issues are held on the second
Tuesday of every month. Join ISID for the
following upcoming events:

Development Finance: What Seems to
Work and Why

Tuesday, March 9th at 6:00 p.m.

Presented by Lynn Pikholz, President of
ShoreCap Exchange, ShoreBank

Development Options for Cuba

Tuesday, April 13th at 6:00 p.m.

Presented by Felix Masud Piloto, Director,
Center for Latino Research DePaul
University

Conservation and Biodiversity Progams
in South America

Tuesday, May 11th at 6:00 p.m.

Presented by Evan Plummer, Brookfield
Z00

All events will be held at DePaul University,
1 E. Jackson Blvd., 11th Floor, Room 11013,
Chicago, IL (Downtown Campus).

Admission: $5 for non-members, free for
members. Refreshments provided.

Information about events and opportunities
related to international development is
available at wwww.isidonline.org or
distributed through the ISID listserv. To
subscribe to the listserv, send an email to:
ISID-subscribe@topica.com and write
“subscribe” in the subject line.

Announcements

GED/ESL Teacher Wanted

Teach GED/ESL in the Humboldt Park area. This is
a part-time position (mornings) approximately 15-
20 hours per week. The person would be working
with immigrant populations (primarily Latino).
Salary is dependent upon experience. Please
contact Christine Blair at (312) 563-7105 or
chrisblair@rocketmail.com. Immediate start date.

Help with Social
Entrepreneurship/Eco-tourism
Research Project

RPCV, James Tong (Nicaragua, 1998-2001), a
student at Kellogg School of Management, is
leading a group of thirty students to Argentina and
Chile this spring to research business topics within
each country. James is looking for RPCVs who
have expertise in the area of social
entrepreneurship (e.g., eco-tourism) or who served
in or may have contacts within Argentina or Chile.

If you have experience in this field or know
someone who does and wish to help, please
contact James at
jtong2005@kellogg.northwestern.edu.

Peace Match

Peace Match is a database website to help
Returned PeaceCorps Volunteers and former Peace
Corps staff find speaking opportunities in the
classroom. Its goal is to help our teachers bring
understanding and appreciation about other
cultures to their students by explaining the work of
a Peace Corps volunteer. It is a cooperative
project being developed and administered by the
National Peace Corps Association in cooperation
with Peace Corps.

Through the Peace Match web site, Returned Peace
Corps volunteers and former Peace Corps staff
can register information about their service and
make it available for teachers to search for a
speaker in their area.

To learn more about Peace Match, visit
www.PeaceMatch.org.




Volunteer Opportunities

Communications Volunteer

The lllinois Coalition is looking for a volunteer to help
with communications activities from March 1 to April 15,
2004. Responsibilities include:

1) Editing and formatting the Coalition’s weekly
electronic newsletter ArcLIGHT.

2) Assisting as an advisor to the Coalition’s semi-
weekly TechAlert, the inventory of opportunities for
tech businesses.

3) Managing the Monday Morning Meeting on the
second Monday of each month. This would include
managing all event-related matters for the April 81"
and April 12" meetings.

4) Media relations and other communications duties as
assigned.

The volunteer will attend various meetings of the Mayors
Council of Technology Advisors, World Business
Chicago, the Chicagoland Chamber, and other local
organizations. Some travel to tech-based organizations
in Rockford (Sundstrand), Peoria (Caterpillar), and other
non-metro companies and groups is expected. The
Coalition pays business-related expenses.

For more information, contact John S. Maxson,
President, The lllinois Coalition, at (312) 229-1970.

Regional Organizer Wanted for
RPCV Archival Project

Won’t you join me in this wonderful, slightly quixotic,
endeavor?

The RPCV archival project is seeking a regional
organizer for the Chicago area. The Project works to
recruit, train, and support volunteers from various NPCA
Affiliates who conduct oral history interviews for the
National Archives at the Kennedy Library. The Project
has created an archival network through NPCA
Geographic Area Affiliates but is at a stage in its
development where additional organizers are urgently
needed. For the past three years as Project Organizer, |
have visited more than 25 Affiliates and recruited about
50 Project participants. My experience indicates that
continued contact and mentoring is needed to firmly
establish the Archival Project activity within an Affiliate,
especially so in large, diverse groups like CAPCA and
other nearby RPCV groups.

The main qualifications for a Regional Organizer are
interest, time, curiosity, and a willingness to mentor
volunteer participants (mostly RPCVs). No position
within the Project is paid and there are some out-of-
pocket expenses. As Regional Organizer you will be
trained to conduct oral history interviews and to pre-
screen personal papers for archival donation. You will
also be oriented in the Project procedures (which, | like
to think, are fairly simple). According to your own
interest, you’ll be able to do oral history interviews of
RPCVs in your area.

The Project is operated in cooperation with the
Archivists of the RPCV Collection at the John F.
Kennedy Library in Boston. Itis in the process of
becoming a program of the National Peace Corps
Association which will provide it with 501¢3 status and
the ability to pursue grants money. For the year 2004
the Project is still a bare-bones operation, although it
has been and can be partly funded through local
Affiliates (small grants from an Affiliate can cover some
of the expenses of establishing the activity locally).

If you like traveling, interacting with people, and feel
strongly about preserving the Peace Corps legacy,
please call or e-mail me, Bob Klein, (Ghana 1961-
1963), Project Organizer, at (520) 797-4485 or

ayzee@att.net.

CAPCA Newsletter Editor Needed

Help keep the CAPCA Newsletter alive! Enthusiastic,
reliable, creative individual wanted to edit and produce
CAPCA’s bi-monthly newsletter. The job's primary
responsibility is to layout and design the publication.
No experience necessary, but knowledge of Pagemaker
desktop publishing software is a plus! Position requires
approximately 15 hours every two months.

For more information on this exciting and rewarding
volunteer opportunity, please contact Carol Wikerson at
peach30@sbcglobal.net or Melissa Hall at
capcanews@yahoo.com.

Join the List Serv!

Get all the latest CAPCA news and happenings
via e-mail.
To subscribe, send an e-mail to:
Capca-announce-subscribe@egroups.com.




CAPCA Board Meeting Minutes
Monday, November 10, 2003

Members Present: Stephanie Arnold, Christine Blair,
Holly Dennisten, Marie Eardman, Wallace Goode, Trina
Janes, Cherie Lockett, Eva Lord, Lee Losey, Kara
Malenfant, Corey Scurlock, Chuck Sheftel

)

2)

Treasurer’s Report (Kara Malenfant): Unanimously
approved

Commiittee Reports:

NPCA Conference (Trina Janes-Chair):

Contract signed with NPCA

Electronic signature needed from Kevin Quigley
for VIP invites

CAPCA/NPCA to split conference profits—
NPCA 70%/CAPCA 30%

Upcoming planning meetings: Monday,
November 17; Monday, December 15; all
meetings are held at the Palmer House and begin
at 6:30p.m.

Community Service (Lee Losey-Chair):

Suggestions for future projects: working with
immigrant populations, nursing homes, food
depository, United Way

It was suggested to poll RPCVs to find out what
people are interested in volunteering in

Communications (Carole Wilkerson-Chair):

New account with Kinko’s was established for
printing newsletter

New newsletter procedures: articles due 2
weeks before printing to Carole and newsletter
editor via email

Looking for: new newsletter design, new editor to
begin May 2004

Future newsletters: Jan., March, May, July
CAPCA website updated

Grants (Chuck Sheftel/Elizabeth Versten-Co-Chairs):

Update on recent grants: CAPCA donated
$2,500 to Waste Management project in Mali and
$3,000 to Computer Learning Facility in Romania

Funds from Founders Day Dinner will
supplement future projects

Membership Development (Cherie Lockett/Cori

Scurlock-Co-Chairs):

e Current CAPCA membership: 300 members;
goal to increase membership to 500 by NPCA
conference

* Suggestions for increasing membership:
membership drive, create contact form (post
card) to give to RPCVs to fill out, develop
CAPCA directory, create benefits for being a
CAPCA member: i.e. networking events,
CAPCA directory

Social/Networking (No Chair):

¢ Committee chair needed

» Suggested future activities: happy hour, pot luck
dinners, attending sporting/cultural events, i.e.
Ravinia, Cubs games

Third Goal/Global Education (No Chair):

¢ Committee chair needed

* Purpose of committee: going to schools and
setting up talks, workshops, etc.

3) Upcoming events:
» Monday, November 17", 6:30p.m. — NPCA

Conference Planning Meeting at Palmer House

» Wednesday, December 10", 6:30p.m. - December

Holiday Potluck at Corinthian Yacht Club

* Monday, December 15", 6:30p.m.— NPCA

Conference Planning Meeting at Palmer House

4) Old business:
* Oak Park Foreign Council Dinner

* Calendar Sales: will be sold at December potluck

at $10 each

5) Next board meeting:

Monday, December 8, 6:30p.m.

Future meeting dates: Jan. 5, Feb. 2, March 1,
April 5, May 3, June 7

Meeting adjourned



Stephanie C. Arnold (‘04)

Ghana 93-96

Great Lakes NPCA Board Rep &
Immediate Past President
msarnold@gsb.uchicago.edu
(312) 732-8478 (work)

(773) 262-9440 (home)

Christine Blair

Secretary
chrisblair@rocketmail.com
(312)563-7105

Holly Denniston

NPCA Conference PR Chair
Dominican Republic 94-96
hdenniston@uno-online.org
(312)432-6301 ext.226 (work)

Marie Erdman ('04)
Zimbabwe 93-95

Co-Vice President

Social Committee Chair
marieerdman@hotmail.com
(773) 878-9113 (home)

Wallace Goode ('03)

Central African Republic 80-81 &
Solomon Islands 84 -86
President

Membership Development C’tee.
wgooderpcv@aol.com

(773) 624-0560 (home)

Melissa Hall
(Ex-Offic./Non-Voting)
Paraguay 94-96

Newsletter Editor
capcanews@yahoo.com or
mlhall_70@yahoo.com
(773) 383-9157 (home)

Chicago Area Peace Corps Association

Board of Directors, 2004

Trina Janes ('03)

Morocco 91-93

2004 NPCA Conference Chair
cjanes1999@kellogg.nwu.edu
(312) 645-9400 ext. 35 (work)

Eva Lord

Treasurer

Honduras 94-96
melord@gsb.uchicago.edu
(312) 252-3385 (work)
(773) 878-0910 (home)

Lee Losey

Community Service Chair
leelosey@yahoo.com
(312) 355-4751 (work)
(773) 610-6463 (cell)

Kara Malenfant ('04)

Armenia 92-94

Co-Vice President
Communication Committee Chair
kmalenfant@illinoisalumni.org
(773)561-0310 (home)

Judy Ossello
(Ex-Offic./Non-Voting)
Web Site Team

Jordan
jossello@hotmail.com or
jossello@depaul.edu

Elizabeth (Liz) Thomas
(Ex-Officio/Non-Voting)

Yemen and Morocco 93-96
Liaison to Regional Peace Corps
Recruiting Office
ethomas@peacecorps.gov

(708) 445-1946 (home)

Juliann Wilson Salinas
(Ex-Officio/Non-Voting)
Paraguay 94-96
Web Site Team
(847) 394-0375 (home)

Chuck Sheftel ('03)

India 69-72

2004 NPCA Conference Vice Chair
and Grants Committee Co-Chair
shef3886@sbcglobal.net
(847)831-3886 (home)

Kori Scurlock
Membership Chair
ksurlock@cbfamilies.org
(312) 949-5616 (work)

Jeri Titus

(Ex-Officio/Non-Voting)

Morocco 92-94

Assistant Liaison to Regional
Peace Corps Recruiting Office and
Liaison to the NPCA Conference
Committee

titus@peacecorps.gov

(312) 353-4990 (work)

Elizabeth (Beth) Versten (‘04)
Senegal 89-91

Grants Committee Co-Chair
bethv@xsite.net
(773)274-1191 (home)

Lara Weber ('04)*

Zambia 00-02

Third Goal and Global Ed C’tee
Iweber@tribune.com

(312) 222-3440 (work)

(773) 525-2320 (home)

Carol Wilkerson
Communications Chair
St. Kitts-Nevis 95-97
peach30@sbcglobal.net
(312)697-1251 (home)

*One-year presidential appointees
(term expires at board election
time: September of the year
indicated).




CAPCA MEMBERSHI P FORM

Want to becone a nmenber ? Menber shi p about to expire? Pl ease send i n your dues today.
Make checks payabl e t o CAPCA. Send your dues and this formto Eva Lord, c/o CAPCA, PO Box
1149, Chicago, |L 60690 or go to waw. rpcv. org and j oi n CAPCA and NPCA el ectroni cal | y.

Check one: __RENEWAL __NEW MEMBER

Cont act | nformation

Nane:

Addr ess:

Enml:

Hone phone:

VWr k phone:

Qount ry/ Year (s) of Servi ce:

Job assi gnrent :

Qurrent position:

Qurrent enpl oyer:

CAPCA Membership
c/ o Eva Lord

PO Box 1149

Chi cago, |L 60690

ADDRESS SERVI CE REQUESTED

O O

O O 0O 0 0 0

_ADDRESS CHANGE

Menber shi p Opti ons

$15 CAPCA annual dues
$50 Joi nt CAPCA & NPCA dues

$65 Fam |y CAPCA & NPCA dues
(2 neniers, one addr ess)

ne year free for newy returned RPOA
$500 Li f et i me CAPCA nenber shi p
$ Unrestricted contribution

$ Restricted contributi on

Interestedingivingtal ks about Peace Qorps

VWul d NOT |i ke ny nane i n the CAPCAdirectory



